FV SO Friends of Vinh Son Montagnard Orphanage

December Newsletter 20 21 - Volume 1 8 Issue 12

In This Issue

Contact & Donation Information . Fundraisers Final Month

FVSO: P.O. Box 9322, Auburn, CA 95604 «  The Nun's Gratitude and Appeal

Email: FriendsofVSO@gmail.com e 2021. Another Difficult Year
Web: www.FriendsofVSO.org * Words of Wisdom

Fundraiser Update

Because of our amazing supporters, we will again surpass our Fundraising goal. For the last two years,
through all the uncertainty and disruption, | have been humbled by the generosity of our donors. On behalf
of the FVSO Board, we are most grateful. We are providing a future for these kids, a future we promised
them many years ago.There is still time to make your commitment to the Vinh Son and Sao Mai
communities. While we expect to exceed our goal for the year, every dollar will help ensure the quality of
life the children deserve. While there are always unexpected needs, especially in this time of Covid-19,
FVSO will be ready, willing and capable to help.

The funds we raise this year will provide a guideline for our budget next year. It's vitally important that each
orphanage understands the limitations and expectations for the resources we will plan for the upcoming
year. Because of your continued generosity, the Nuns will not be disappointed. Basic needs, education
and self sufficiency will be a focus, along with any emergency efforts to fight the effects of the pandemic. In
January, the Board will define and approve a budget for 2022, confident that the funds will be adequate to

meets all their needs. Because you care.
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This edition is dedicated to all the nuns and careg ivers who spend every day
caring for the orphan children (young and old) of V inh Son and Sao Mai. There
are no days off and with over 700 kids under their care, it “ain’'t always
easy.”In this newsletter, they express their gratit ude and hopes for the future.

Sister Thuot at Vinh Son 4

We don't have anything to pay back to your help and your
support to all the children of our VS4 orphanage. We just know
to pray for all of you, our benefactors and we promise you, we
will try our best to look after all the orphans of VS4 so as not to
betray your love and your support which you have sacrificed for
all the children here. We pray God and our Mother of God Mary
grant all of you good health and peace and we wish all your
charitable would bring happiness to unfortunate orphans here.

Sister Tran at Vinh Son 1 : All the Sisters and all the children of
VS1, we feel very happy to be helped and supported to improve our
children's lives better and better every day by all the benefactors and
donors of FVSO.

Sister Tuyet at Vinh Son 2 : We thank all the donors of FVSO
very much and we ask all of you to continue to open your generosity
to help and improve the orphan's lives of VS2 better and better every
day.

Sister Kham at Vinh Son 5 : We thank you very much for not
abandoning our orphans of Vinh Son 5 in any difficult situation. As
for us, we promise to take care of them and educate them.

Sister Thuynh at Vinh Son 6 : We thank you very much for all
your help and your support to our orphans of VS6 during the past
time until now and in the future.




Like the year befor e, 2021 was very difficult for the children at the 6 Vinh Son
orphanages because of Covid-19. Below is areview  of their “new normal.”

Martha Phanh and John Ho

Covid 19 isolated the children  for a long time. Their schools were closed so they couldn't study in a
good teaching environment. Those children attending senior high schools had to study online, but there
weren’t enough devices like computers and laptops. Some of them did study online thanks to the
smartphones that they borrowed from frends. For the children of junior high schools or primary schools, they
couldn't study online like Vietnamese children because there weren’t enough devices for them either. The
teachers of their classes sent the orphanages photocopies of lessons and exercises. The children did the
exercises the best they could, and gave them back to the teachers to be corrected and to receive their
grades. Because of this situation, most of the younger children could not study directly or online during the
period of the Covid -19 pandemic.

Most of the districts of Kontum province had positive cases, people who came back from Ho Chi
Minh City or from nearby provinces, making it very easy for them to be positive. Also, the variant Delta virus
spread very fast in the community. Due to the social distance, isolation, and lockdown in most of the districts
of Kontum province, families couldn’t come to visit the orphanages as before. The children became
homesick, worried and sad. They were also disappointed because they didn’'t have their summer or TET
vacations since they must stay all the time in their orphanages. There were no musical programs nor lion
dances to enjoy during the Mid-Fall Festival; instead, everyone received cakes and candy, which still made
them happy.

The Covid-19 pandemic broke out again and again, creating havoc in most provinces and cities in
Vietnam. It has affected everyone’s lives. The children of Vinh Son have endured the Covid hardship the
best they could. They are used to caring for one another. With all their heart, they pray the pandemic will
disappear soon and life returns as it was before. Good news : vaccines have been given to everyone 12
years and older at Vinh Son and So Mai orphanages, which has lifted everyone’s spirits.

Education and isolation were the two most difficult conditions for the kids to
confront and understand. Covid-19 over-shadowed eve rything. Never the less,
they “fought” for each other every day by following the 5 K protocols.

HOW TO SAFELY COEXIST WITH COVID-19

soap, hand sanitiser

¥ Wear fabric — Wash hands requiarly with
/1| face masks T 1
in public and 2
.2 crowded places. - |‘~q

Disinfect surfaces/items
it frequently touched
! Wear medical face masks
4 at health facilities,
quarantine camps G Keep house clean

when making
contact with

HAI BAO Y TE
(health declarations)

When experiendng symptoms of
| FEVER, COUGHING, SHORTNESS OF BREATH

dial Ministry of Healths hotline

1- MaSkS 19009095 Install Bluezone application

2 . D| stance Make health declaration or local health authorities for via website

. . . on NCOV application further instructions on
3 o D| | nfe Ct|0 n safe health examination for being updated with

4, Gatherlngs risks of COVID-19 infection

The Covid-19 5K program refers to five
Viethamese words that begin with the
letter “K.” 5K signs are found in hospitals,
malls, streets, schools, villages, churches,
restaurants, and all six VS orphanages.
Everyone must follow the 5K rules.

5. Declarations Keep you and us safe amid COVID-19 pandemic



Words of Wisdom

There is a moment which is simple
but special and meaningful. It cannot
be forgotten. This is a gift that does
not need to be bought, but has a big
value when we give it. We only can

feel this gift by our heart and soul. It's
a loving message, and when sent it
becomes a meaningful and special
moment, because it makes the world
warmer.

Sister My, Sao Mai Orphanage
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Sister My recently took Sao Mai orphans to a very p  oor
minority village. Everyone was moved by the experie  nce
and vowed to be more sensitive to the poor. Above: a
moment of Sao Mai iov!

Email: FriendsofVSO@gmail.com

Comments are welcome!

Legacy Fund
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you. Shop at smile.amazon.com , and
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Orphanage to your favorite charitable organization.

$907’236 Just type in the Vinh Son Montagnard

Orphanage to make your choice.

Orphanage Facts Officers & Board Members Donation Information

About 700 Montagnard children live Patrick Leary President Checks should be payable to
in 7 orphanage facilities in the Nga Wynne Secretary FVSO or Friends of Vinh Son.
Kontum/Pleiku areas of Vietnam. Gene Mapa Treasurer
Bart Ruud Senior VP FVSO is a humanitarian, non-
$12 per month provides each child Clyde Lewandowski 1 tvp profit organization approved by
one nutritious meal every day. Michael Little 2 "vp IRS code 501©(3). Donations are
Pat McKee 3" vp tax deductible.
Orphanages are run by the Sisters of Dave Chaix Board Member
Miraculous Medal (Vinh Son) and St. Hank Gonzales Board Member Donations are accepted year
Paul Chartres (Sao Mai). Ken Tokutomi Board Member round and are also available on-
line.




